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Objectives 

• Discuss Medicaid policy updates. 

• Leverage our community coalition to collaborate, share information, 

and align advocacy efforts. 



Medicaid Policy 

Update & Advocacy 

Marina Owen, Chief Executive Officer 



Medicaid Update 

• Medicaid Advocacy 

• State and Federal Contexts 

• Budget Reconciliation 

• Advocacy Priorities 

• Medicaid (i.e., Medi-Cal) Eligibility and Funding 

• CalAIM Continuation 

• Support for Providers (e.g., Provider Taxes, Prop 35) 



Fact Sheets Published Op-Eds Advocacy 

Medicaid Advocacy 



• DHCS key priorities remain unchanged with full support of waivers, 

CalAIM and eligibility for now, although budget challenges exist 

• Executive Order impact is in process as legal challenges unfold 

• Impact of Immigration policies on health coverage 

Environmental Context: State Outlook 



✓ Medicaid reform unlikely to be full repeal of ACA Medicaid Expansion but: watch for work requirements, 
benefit levels changes or state/federal cost share (e.g., FMAP, Per-Capita Caps) 

✓ Priorities include Taxes, Economy, Immigration, and Public Safety with overall legislative package 
(Reconciliation) addressing changes in taxes/entitlements in Spring/Summer 

✓ Health Related Social Needs (CalAIM) and Justice Involved Initiative continue, although future waiver 
guidance released, and watch for adjustments related to work requirements or restrictions 

Environmental Context: Federal Outlook 

• Budget reconciliation bill introduced first by Senate and then by House - competing bills - with 
conversations in process to reduce cost in Medicaid (e.g. Work requirements, provider taxes, FWA) 

• Timing of cost target development is March, committee conversations April – May, and Final Bill late 
Spring towards guidelines for IRS implementation (of tax continuation) in Summer 
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Senate Budget Resolution 
Passed Senate 2/21 

Strategy: Two bills 
1. Defense, border security, energy 

2. Tax cuts and healthcare 

Deadline for Committees: March 7TH 

Instructions: 

• HELP and Finance Committee to each 

reduce spending by no less than $1 billion 

over FYs 2025 to 2034 

• Does not address the debt ceiling 

• Healthcare impact: Finance Committee will 
target the Biden Administration nursing home 
staffing requirement to meet instructions. 

House Budget Resolution: 

Passed House 2/25 

Strategy: One bill 

“One big, beautiful bill” Includes defense, border, 

energy, and tax cuts and healthcare. 

Deadline for Committees: March 27th

Instructions: 

• Energy and Commerce Committee to 
reduce spending by no less than $880 
billion over FYs 2025 to 2034 

• Ways and Means Committee to increase 

the statutory debt limit by $4 trillion. 

• Healthcare impact: Policy changes in 

Medicaid are necessary to meet 

instructions. 

Current Status of Budget Reconciliation 
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• Medicaid is a federal matching program in federal law 

• State match may come from other sources (e.g., providers) 

California has the following provider taxes: 

• Hospitals 

• Nursing homes 

• Intermediate care facilities 

• Managed care organizations 

• Ambulances 

Provider Taxes 

49 states use some form of provider taxes: 

• Hospitals (47 states) 

• Nursing homes (46 states) 

• Intermediate care facilities (32 states) 

• Managed care organizations (22 states) 

• Ambulances (20 states) 

• Other providers (10 states) 

California’s provider tax programs 

total more than $25 billion 

Congressional Research Service, December 2024 https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/RS/RS22843 

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/RS/RS22843


• Priorities: 

• Member Support: Medicaid (i.e., Medi-Cal) Eligibility and Funding 

• Program Continuation: CalAIM Continuation 

• Provider Funding (e.g., Taxes, Prop 35) 

• Timing: Now by March 21st, then grass-roots efforts in April and May 

• Story Telling: Uplift patient stories and examples 

• Advocacy: Coalition Letter to Policymakers 

Central Coast Coalition Strategy 



Central 
Coast 

Coalition 

Call to Action: 
Central Coast Coalition 

Leverage our community coalition 

to collaborate, share information, 

and leverage advocacy efforts 



• Route advocacy letters for signatures 

• Publish Op-Eds 

• Share client/member/patient stories 

• Others? 

Call to Action & Next Steps 



• Would you like to join the Central Coast Coalition, a group that 

will be dedicated to advocating for accessible health care? 

• Would you like to receive more information on our health care 

advocacy efforts, including our first advocacy letter? 

Poll 



Discussion & Lightening Round 



Other Federal developments and local impact of grant/funding reductions 

State context 

Current Medicaid advocacy efforts 

Late-breaking policy or budget news 

On the Horizon: April Virtual Convening 



https://www.cencalhealth.org/policypulse/ 

https://www.cencalhealth.org/policypulse/
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